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Astrid is reluctant to travel the winter route beyond the Northlands, even though it's her duty. She'd

rather stay home in her village, surrounded by friends and neighbors. Ignoring the bonds of tradition,

she decides to spend the cold winter months in the warmth of her blacksmithing shop. Why should

she leave the comfort of her cottage to serve and protect foreigners who might raid and harm her

native Northlands? But then a traveling merchant steals Starlight, the first dragonslayer's sword

Astrid forged and her last link to her sweetheart DiStephan. Having no time to alert her friends,

Astrid races in pursuit of the merchant, determined to reclaim Starlight as her own and return home

in time for dinner. Instead, her quest leads her to new lands, unexpected friendships with foreigners,

and a harrowing encounter with the damage done by the followers of a new god that considers

women as nothing more than servants to men. All the while, she must be ready to face any dragon

traveling the winter route.AUTHOR'S NOTE: This series is written for adults but appropriate for ages

14 and up.
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good book

Interesting read, lots of plot twists.

Two days ago, I finished the first book of this series, "The Dragonslayer's Sword". Happily, that was

a Friday. For some reason, the author gave the reader a complimentary copy of The Iron Maiden at

the end of the first book. I seized on that offer since I enjoyed the first volume in the series so very

much and the rest is, as they say, history. I was almost unable to put "The Iron Maiden" down. Our

blacksmith heroine embarked on adventure after adventure in spite of promising her villagers that

she would spend the winter months in the village blacksmithing. Astrid was on a journey - both

physically and psychologically. The reader sees her grow immensely during this second volume as

she encounters baby dragons, a wife beater and his wife, a new religion, a swordsman, She also

encounters the nemesis who took her arm. Through Resa Nelson's very down to earth writing

(some in reviews have said simplistic), the reader is immersed into Astrid's world. A part I found

fascinating was the mythology of the new religion that has swept the southern part of the world -

definitely NOT what I would expect from a female writer, trust me. However that mythology is an

integral part of the climax of this volume and it works! Part Three of this series beckons me...and I

am eager to begin it. I have no doubt that Nelson will captivate me once again.

This story is an entertaining and interesting story. I like the female strong characters. There are

some holes in the plot here and there, but maybe they will be answered in the next in the series.

Astrid's been a dragonslayer only for a few months, but thanks to DiStephan's ghost she's learning

and knows much of what to do. Astrid's making her rounds through the area as the lizards migrate

south this time of year, and looking forward to a relaxing winter by her anvil pounding metal.

Taddeo, a true dragon, visits Astrid telling her where to go, on the dragonslayer winter route, in

order to restore her arm - the ghost arm that only those eating lizard blood and meat can see and

she believes in. Finding late hatching lizard eggs, Astrid decides to do the one thing against what

dragonslayers are to do, she keeps them. Once she's back to Guell and settling in, a merchant

arrives looking for the current dragonslayer since DiStephan is dead. He claims to have always

traveled with DiStephan south in safe passage. Astrid refused to go and wakes the next morning to

find her first made dragonslaying sword that belong to her deceased lover and her only connection

to him, Starlight, has been stolen. When she catches up to the thief, she finds she needs to travel



on as someone forcefully took it from him as well. Astrid finds herself unknowingly following the

Dragonslayer southern route for the winter.Start right off with Astrid fighting with a lizard and seeing

how smart they are. Early on in the book we have mentions of DiStephan and I remember the

heartache I felt in the first book. Yet by the end of the book I'm not as heartbroken over DiStephan,

and have hopes of more with Astrid.This seems to be a journey of much more than wandering the

country side for Astrid. She is on a journey learning more about herself and others that she would

protect. She grows to learn who she is and what she is to do, either a blacksmith or a dragonslayer.

Astrid has some guilty feelings for the losses she willingly let happen in Dragonslayer's Sword, but

they were bad and need to happen for the world. Astrid makes a new friend and we see a journey of

a woman who was abused, not knowingly, and raising to more in herself to find more in life which

she lost long ago.We get to see Norah, the young scared dragon again. Taddeo sends Norah to

follow Astrid's scent to the dragonwell with the dragon set free from the long prison of stone. To

drink from this well the dragon will heal in any way they are hurt or harmed. We get much more of

Norah here. Getting to know Norah along with Astrid. She is such a scared girl, dragon, after the

torment she lived yet has a good heart. Even the things she did to Astrid as a kid, cruel, were done

with her good heart in mind. You have to read to understand that. I liked seeing Norah grow as a

character as well. She is finding herself through her own journey as well.We travel through the land

in this story, spending time with new characters; Margreet, Gershon, and Vinchi. We watch the

world unfold a touch more with mentions of the attacks by the Krystr (from first book) on people and

much more.We learn a touch more with the real dragons here. There is an unknown mysterious

bond between dragon and dragonslayer. One created in a promise from long ago, now relating to

Astrid and Norah. I'm liking this and want to know more about it and the history here.I'm thinking the

Krystr will come more into play in the future books along with the dragon link and real dragon

existence. There are even the lizards that Astrid kept, I hope to see them again in the future. So

much learned here in this book, yet so much I look forward to learning.This series has captured my

attention with the magic of the lizards and dragons and having grown more in the connection with

the slayers. I've enjoyed reading this world created and do look forward to the next two books.

I received Iron Maiden, book 2 of the Dragonslayer series, as a free copy from the author. The

gifting did not determine the review/rating, which reflects my honest opinion. Another great

installment in the Dragonslayer series, a couple major twists happened although, there wasn't as

much overall story development as I'd hoped for (especially relating to the dragon stones Astrid has

stashed away). I was also disappointed with the way Smoke, Fire, and Slag dropped from the story



without resolution; hopefully that thread will be revealed in book 3.

In this continuation of the story of Astrid, we follow her on a powerful journey yet again. As stated in

the synopsis, the Dragonslayer's sword Starlight, is stolen from Astrid. Of course, there is no

stopping Astrid from going after the sword. It is as much a part of her as the scars on her skin that

are shifting more and more to become like dragon scales.Along her journey, Astrid meets many

people. My favorite character she comes into contact with is Margreet. At first, the story of Gershon

and Margreet unsettled me. I didn't see where it fit into Astrid's journey, but as the novel progressed

it made perfect sense. Margreet feels bound to and protected by her abusive husband Gershon.

Toward the end, Margreet remembers what it is like to be free and be herself again. That might be a

spoiler, sorry about that. There are a couple more side stories, like Norah and Wendill. They are two

legitimate dragons that, well, you will have to read to find out!In my opinion, The Iron Maiden was a

spectacular addition to the Dragonslayer series by Resa Nelson. The novel held my interest and

was a very good read. I will definitely continue the series and read the newest addition, The Stone

of Darkness. Plus, book 4 comes out in November! Yay!5 stars to The Iron Maiden for showing that

women are powerful.
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